


Genesis

The book of Origins. The origin of the universe, human race, etc. Largely a record of the early history of 
God's people. The first part of the book covers the history of early mankind, narrating the events of the 
Creation, the Fall, the Flood, and the Dispersion of the races (people scattered across the 
world following the Tower of Babel). The second section concerns the lives of the patriarchs: Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob and Joseph.



Exodus

he bondage, deliverance, and beginnings of the history of Israel on the way to Canaan, under the 
leadership of Moses. Includes the life story of Moses and the Hebrews' deliverance from Egypt, and the 
giving of the law.



Leviticus

The book of Mosaic laws. It teaches 
access to God through sacrifices. Those who 
are saved are no longer under these laws since Jesus died. 
The book has mostly priestly legislation and the practical 
application of the law among the people. Much importance 
is placed upon Israel's separation from all heathen 
influences so that the nation would retain its religious 
purity.



Numbers

The book of the 
pilgrimages of 
Israel. It is a 
continuation of 
Exodus, 
describing the 
forty years' 
wanderings in 
the wilderness.

Deuteronomy

A repetition of 
the laws given 
shortly before 
Israel entered 
Canaan. It is a 
sequel to 
Numbers. The 
last three 
chapters tell of 
the last days of 
Moses.



Joshua

This tells the story of Joshua, Moses' 
successor. It was Joshua who led the 
people into the Promised Land after 

the death of Moses. The book 
records the conquest of Canaan      

under the leadership of     
Joshua, and the division 

of the land among the 12 
tribes.



Judges

Judges is so called 
because it relates of 
the times of various 
rulers, or judges, of 
Israel from the 
possession of Canaan 
until the time of the 
prophet Samuel. 
Covers 300 years of 
history—the six 
conquests and 
subjugations of the 
Israelites, and the 
various deliverances 
of the land through 
the 15 judges. 
Includes the 
adventures of 
Samson.



Ruth 

A beautiful story of 
how Ruth, a 
foreigner, became the 
ancestress of David 
and of Jesus. Ruth, 
the widowed 
Moabitess, goes to 
Judah with her 
mother-in-law, 
Naomi. There Ruth 
meets and marries 
Boaz.



1 and 2 Samuel

The history of Samuel (priest and prophet) and the beginning and 
early years of the monarchical period in Israel (when they were first 
ruled by kings) under the reigns of Saul and David. First Samuel tells of 

the organization of the kingdom, the 
actions of Samuel, how Saul was 
made king, his fall, and the beginning 
of the reign of King David. Second 
Samuel tells of the reign of David.



1 and 2 Kings

The early history of the 
kingdom of Israel, and 
later of the divided 
Kingdom. (Israel and 
Judah split.) Includes 
the lives of Elijah and 
Elisha, prominent 
prophets.



1 and 2 Chronicles

Largely a record of the reigns of David, Solomon, 
and the kings of Judah up to the time of the 
captivity (when they were conquered by Babylon 
and carried away to Babylon). Some repetition of 
what is in the books of Samuel and Kings.



Ezra

Continues from Chronicles. 
A record of the return of 
the Jews from captivity in 
Babylon, and the rebuilding 
of the temple.

Nehemiah

An account of the rebuilding of 
the walls of Jerusalem, and a 
spiritual revival amongst God's 
people.



Esther

The story of Queen Esther's (Jewish wife of the Persian king) deliverance of the Jews from the plot of 
Haman in the courts of the king of Persia.



Job

The problem of affliction, 
showing the malice of 
Satan, the patience of 
Job, the problem of self-
righteousness, the vanity 
of human philosophy, the 
divine wisdom, and the 
final deliverance of the 
sufferer. This is generally 
accepted as the oldest 
book in the Bible, and 
probably was written 
before the time of 
Moses.



Psalms

A collection of 150 spiritual songs, poems, praises, 
prayers, and prophecies. King David wrote many of 
these. Psalms are very inspiring to read during your 
devotional quiet times. Some key Psalms are also 
very beautiful and helpful to memorize.



Proverbs

A collection of moral and religious maxims, and 
discourses on wisdom, temperance, justice, etc. King 
Solomon wrote most, though there are debates about 
the authorship of some.

Ecclesiastes

Solomon's reflections on the vanity of 
life, and man's duties and obligations 
to God, etc.

Song of Solomon

A beautiful, passionate love 
poem.



this the priests and the people hated him. Jeremiah warned the 
Jews not to fight Babylon, but to surrender, and God would 
temper their punishment.

Lamentations

Also written by Jeremiah. A dirge over the desolation of 
Jerusalem.

Isaiah

Messianic and other prophecies of the future. 

Jeremiah

Jeremiah lived from the time of 
King Josiah to the captivity in 
Babylon. The main theme of the 
book is the backsliding, bondage, 
and restoration of the Jews. 
Jeremiah received the call 
To prophesy while very 
young. It was his mission 
to predict doom upon his 
nation for its many sins. For  



Ezekiel

Ezekiel lived during 
the exile (in Babylon). 
The book is divided 
into two sections: The 
first denounces the 
sins of Jerusalem, and 
the second looks to 
the future with the 
hope that the city will 
be restored after it 
has been cleansed. 
The latter also 
contains prophecies 
about the coming 
Kingdom of Heaven 
and of Jesus.



Daniel

Prophecies of the future 
concerning world powers, 
many of which have been 
fulfilled already, and many of 
which are specific prophecies 
of the Endtime.



Hosea

Hosea lived at the same time as Isaiah and Micah. The central 
thought: he urges a return to God.

Joel

A prophet of Judah, Joel wrote this book during a 
plague of locusts, a time of great distress for the 
people. Repentance and its blessings. Predictions of 
the Holy Spirit.

Amos

Amos was a herdsman prophet who denounced 
selfishness and sin. The book contains a series of 
five visions and predicts the ultimate universal rule 
of the Lord.

Obadiah

Leading topic–the doom of neighboring Edom and final deliverance of 
Israel. The shortest book in the Old Testament, it has only one chapter.



Jonah

The story of the 
"reluctant 
missionary" who 
was taught by 
bitter experience 
the lesson of 
obedience and the 
depth of divine 
mercy. This is the 
man who was 
"swallowed by the 
great fish," 
possibly a whale.



Micah

This book gives a dark 
picture of the moral 
condition of Israel and 
Judah, and foretells the 
establishment of the 
Kingdom of the Lord in 
which righteousness 
shall prevail.

Nahum

The destruction of 
Nineveh, capital of 
Assyria. Also contains a 
classic rebuke against 
warfare and militarism.

Habakkuk

Written in the Chaldean period. This book is concerned with the problem of unpunished evil in the 
world. It was revealed to Habakkuk that the Chaldean (Babylonian) armies were to be God's means of 
punishing the wicked and that evil would destroy itself. The book concludes with a poem of thanksgiving 
and great faith.



Zephaniah

The book is filled with threatenings of God's judgments, but ends in a vision of the future glory of God's 
people.

Haggai

A colleague of Zechariah. He 
reproves the people for slackness 
in building the second temple; but 
promises a return of God's glory 
when the building should 
be completed.



Zechariah

Contemporary with Haggai. He had a series of eight visions, 
and saw the ultimate triumph of God's kingdom. Zechariah 
gives very specific predictions about the coming of Jesus the 
Messiah, His death to remove sin, Christ as King and Priest, 

His Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem, being 
betrayed for 30 pieces of silver, His hands pierced 
at the crucifixion, and more.

Malachi

Malachi gives a graphic picture of the 
closing period of Old Testament history. He 
shows the necessity of reforms before the 
coming of the Messiah. The final message 
to a disobedient people.
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