
12 Foundation Stones – Class 12A



Class Section 1: God's Ways vs. Man's Ways

God's ways are often different from those of the world.

Isaiah 55:8-9—For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your 
ways My ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts 
than your thoughts.
1 John 2:15-17—Do not love the world or the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all 
that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. And the 
world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of 
God abides forever.

* The Lord wants us to discern between what is of Him and what is 
not

Romans 12:9b—Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.
Job 34:4—Let us choose justice for ourselves; let us know among 
ourselves what is good.
Isaiah 7:15—Know to refuse the evil and choose the good.
1 Peter 3:11—Let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek 
peace and pursue it.

The most important thing to gain from this class is the principle of 
discerning or identifying which are God's ways and which are the 
world's so that you can make the right choices in your day-to-day 
life. There are many examples of contrasting values and we're going 
to look at just a few that illustrate this important principle.



Class Section 2: Examples of Contrasting Values

Spiritual Riches vs. Material Wealth

* Is money the most important thing?

Does having enough money to obtain the latest gadgets, the fastest 
car, the most fashionable clothes, the biggest house, the most 
advanced computer, or the widest-screen TV bring happiness?

Ecclesiastes 5:10—He who loves silver will not be satisfied with 
silver; nor he who loves abundance, with increase. This also is 
vanity.
Ecclesiastes 5:12—The sleep of a laboring man is sweet, whether 
he eats little or much; but the abundance of the rich will not permit 
him to sleep.

What money buys
Money will buy:
A bed but not sleep.
Books but not brains.
Food but not appetite.
A house but not a home.
Medicine but not health.
Luxuries but not culture.
Amusement but not happiness.

* What are you seeking?

Matthew 6:31-32—Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What shall we 
eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' For after



all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows 
that you need all these things.

Society at large generally promotes the acquisition of wealth as 
being most important. Is that really so?

It's not that there's 
something wrong with 
money, riches, or wealth. 
It is as the Bible says, "The 
love of money is a root of 
all kinds of evil" (1 
Timothy 6:10). It depends 
on whether you own 
things, or the things own

you! What matters is your attitude toward them and the priority 
you allow material things to have in your life.

Bigger barns

Luke 12:16-21—Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: "The 
ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully.  And he thought 
within himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no room to 
store my crops?' So he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns 
and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods.  
And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for 
many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry."' But God 
said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then 
whose will those things be which you have provided?' So is he who 
lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.“

The rich man in this parable wanted to build bigger buildings, 



which was not so bad in itself if he had wanted to do it for the right 
reasons, but his purpose was to increase his goods for himself, not 
to share with others. The reason his heart was in the barns was 
because the barns were in his heart.

* Dangers of being overly involved in the pursuit of wealth

Mark 4:19—The cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and 
the desires for other things entering in choke the Word, and it 
becomes unfruitful.
Luke 12:15—Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life 
does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.

* God's economics: The blessings of giving

What is God's law of economics?

Luke 6:38—Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your 
bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured 
back to you.

God blesses us when we give, rather than keeping selfishly for 
ourselves.

Proverbs 11:25—The generous soul will be made rich, and he who 
waters will also be watered himself.
Acts 20:35b—It is more blessed to give than to receive.
Proverbs 11:24—There is one who scatters, yet increases more; and 
there is one who withholds more than is right, but it leads to 
poverty.
Proverbs 28:27—He who gives to the poor will not lack.



2 Corinthians 9:6—But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully.

The Lord repays

The old German shoemaker had just sent his boy with a basket of 
garden vegetables to a poor widow. He worked hard at his trade 
and cultivated his little garden patch, yet nothing was more 
common in his life than some such deed as this. "How can you 
afford to give so much away?" someone asked him.

"I give nothing away," he said. "I lend it to the Lord, and He repays 
me many times. I am ashamed that people think I am generous 
when I am paid so much. A long time ago, when I was very poor, I 
saw someone in want, and I wondered if I could give, but I could 
not see how. I did give, and the Lord helped me. I have had some 
work, my garden grows well, and never since have I stopped to 
think twice when I have heard of some needy one. No, if I gave 
away all, the Lord would not let me starve. It is like money in the 
bank, only this time the bank never breaks, and the interest comes 
back every day.“

God's shovel

The story is told of a farmer who was known for his generous 
giving, and whose friends could not understand how he could give 
so much and yet remain so prosperous. One day a spokesman for 
his friends said: "We cannot understand you. You give far more 
than any of the rest of us, and yet you always seem to have more 
to give.“



"Oh, that is easy to 
explain," the farmer 
said. "I keep shoveling 
into God's bin, and God 
keeps shoveling back 
into mine, and God has 
the bigger shovel.“

Discussion points

• What are examples of how money can be used to help 
others?
• The Lord promises to bless us when we give to others. 
Have you seen examples of this in your own life?
• How do you think God's economic standard ("give and 
it shall be given to you") compares with the worldly 
commercial system?

* Seek first the kingdom

Matthew 6:33—But seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.

Love for God and others should motivate our lives, rather than a 
purely personal pursuit for our own well-being. 



Trends and Fads

* Whose influence?

Romans 12:2—And do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that you may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God.
Colossians 2:8—Beware lest anyone cheat you 
through philosophy and empty deceit, according to 
the tradition of men, according to the basic principles 
of the world, and not according to Christ.

Following the dictates of fashion can be harmful to 
health, plus a waste of money and time. In contrast, 
real beauty is more than skin deep:

1 Peter 3:4—Rather let it [beauty] be the hidden 
person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of 
a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the

sight of God.
Psalm 90:17a—And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us.
Proverbs 31:30—Charm is
deceitful and beauty is passing, 
but a woman who fears the 
Lord, she shall be praised.

* The balance: Taking care of 
the temple

The Lord does expect you to 
take good care of yourself, for



you are His temple:

1 Corinthians 6:19-20—Do you not know that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, 
and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.

The requirements of good health are proper exercise, cleanliness, 
food, sleep, and right living. Do take good care of yourself. You'll feel 
better for it.

Discussion points

• What do you think is taken to an extreme as far as diets, 
clothing, etc.?
• How can you make the right choices as far as clothing 
and style? Some questions you may want to ask yourself 
include: Can I afford this? Are advertisements sweeping me 
up or do I genuinely need this item? Can you think of other 
guidelines?

God's Guidance vs. Media Manipulation

Music, TV, films, books—how does the Lord see them? Let's look 
first at music.

• The wonders of music

The Lord loves music. He also created certain kinds of music for fun 
and enjoyment—tunes that strike a chord in our hearts to thrill us



and energize us to dance and 
jump for joy. David of old 
"danced before the Lord with all 
his might" (2 Samuel 6:14a).—
And then there are melodies 
that comfort us in time of trial, 
Heavenly notes that float into 
our hearts to heal and soothe, 
just as David played music:

1 Samuel 16:23— [He] would 
take a harp and play it with his

hand. Then Saul would become refreshed and well.

Some music can bring warmth and calmness, clarity of thought and 
inspiration.—Other music can bring on confusion, aggression and 
depression. Therefore, it is advisable to use wisdom in deciding what 
music you listen to. 

If a piece of music makes you feel depressed, moody, confused or 
aggressive, then it's probably not inspired by the Lord! But if it 
makes you feel love, joy, happiness, peace, excitement, or 
compassion, then chances are that He inspired it.

The Bible admonishes us to "discern between good and evil":

Hebrews 5:14b—...Those who by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil.
Psalm 34:14a—Depart from evil and do good.

Listening indiscriminately to a particular piece of music that induces 
negative emotions in you can bring you spiritual problems, whatever



the genre of the music. Uninspiring music will take a toll on you!

* Other forms of media

The same applies to other forms of modern media besides music, 
such as television, movies, newspapers, radio, the Internet, etc. 
Does what you watch, read, or listen to motivate you to be loving 
and helpful to others? Does it encourage you and leave you with 
positive, happy feelings? 

* Avoid the negative!

The Lord counsels us to avoid 
negative influence:

Psalm 101:3—I will set nothing 
wicked before my eyes; I hate 
the work of those who fall 
away; it shall not cling to me.
Psalm 119:37—Turn away my 
eyes from looking at worthless 
things, and revive me in Your 
way.

Discussion points

• What influences you more: Television programs, music, 
the Internet, or magazines and newspapers?
• Give examples of when you noticed a positive or negative 
change in your mood after watching a movie.
• Which music do you like to listen to because it influences 
you in a good way and cheers you up when you're down?



Conflict Resolution

When people are having a disagreement, the solutions that God 
offers contrast sharply with the world’s!

* God's answer: Love, humility, and prayer solve all problems

2 Timothy 2:24—And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be 
gentle to all, able to teach, patient.
Ephesians 4:32—And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you.

Abraham's good example

Genesis 13:7-11—There was 
strife between the herdsmen of 
Abraham's livestock and the 
herdsmen of Lot's livestock. So 
Abraham said to Lot, "Please let 
there be no strife between you 
and me, and between my 
herdsmen and your herdsmen; 
for we are brethren. Is not the 
whole land before you? Please 
separate from me. If you take the 
left, then I will go to the right; or, 
if you go to the right, then I will 
go to the left." 

Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the 
plain of Jordan, that it was well 
watered everywhere. Then Lot



chose for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot journeyed east. 
And they separated from each other.

The two goats—a sample of humility

Two goats were making their way over a narrow path on the 
mountains. One was ascending the trial, the other descending. He 
also noticed that they must pass at a point where the trail was so 
narrow that there was room for only one goat. He watched to see 
what would happen.

The animals rounded a turn in the path which brought them in full 
view of each other. They backed up, as though ready for a lunge, 
and then the most amazing thing happened. The goat on the trail 
below laid down in the path, while the goat above him walked over 
his back. The first animal then arose and continued his journey up 
the trail.

Discussion points
• Discuss the principle, "love, humility, and prayer solve all 

problems."

To Serve or Be Served

* The godly leader serves

Luke 22:24-27—Now there was also a dispute among them [Jesus' 
disciples], as to which of them should be considered the greatest.  
And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship 
over them, and those who exercise authority over them are called 
'benefactors.' But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is 
greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs



as he who serves. For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he 
who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you 
as the One who serves."
Matthew 23:11-12—But he who is greatest among you shall be your 
servant. (12) And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he 
who humbles himself will be exalted.

Only in the folly of this world do men fight each other for fickle 
fame and fortune. Only in the transient world do men struggle for 
power, position, riches, and glory—only to find that it doesn't 
satisfy! Take for example Alexander the Great, who, having 
conquered all the known world, died drunken and weeping that 
there were no more worlds to conquer! Or Napoleon, who made all 
Europe to tremble at his feet, but died in exile, begging to have his 
boots pulled on, that he might die like a soldier! Or Caesar, whose 
friends stabbed him in the back at the pinnacle of fame! They all 
were weighed in the balances and found wanting.

Big heads

A proud man asked a farmer: "Why don't you hold up your head in 
the world? I bow my head before neither God nor man!“

Answered the wise farmer: "Do you see that field of grain? Only the 
heads of grain which are empty stand upright. The well-filled ones 
bow their heads!“

Discussion points
• Discuss the differences in Jesus' example of leadership 
compared with many world leaders today.
• Discuss how these principles might apply on a more 
everyday level such in the schoolroom and at home.



Evaluation

We've looked briefly at a 
variety of subjects. You can see 
that God's ways of looking at 
things around us are often 
different from the viewpoints 
held by much of society. If we 
are prayerful and consider the 
guidelines given in the Word, 
we can learn to discern 
between that which pleases 
God and is therefore good for 
us, and that which isn’t.

How do you apply this principle in your life? Take a little time over 
the coming week to pray about and evaluate some area of your 
life—perhaps what you do for recreation, what music you listen to, 
what budget you have for clothing, and so on. On the basis of what 
you've seen in His Word, how do you measure up? Is there anything 
you need to change?
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