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And the LORD said … I will raise them up a Prophet from among their 
brethren, like unto [Moses], and will put my words in his mouth; and he 
shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. 

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. (Which means 
God with us)

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the 
people of Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel, whose origins are in the distant past, 
will come from you on my behalf. And he will stand to lead his flock with 
the LORD’s strength, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. Then 
his people will live there undisturbed, for he will be highly honored around 
the world. And he will be the source of peace. (Deuteronomy 18:17,18; 
Isaiah 7:14, Micah 5:2,4-5 [NLT])

Day 1



“Here is my servant, the one I support. He is the one I have chosen, and I am 
very pleased with him. I have filled him with my Spirit, and he will bring 
justice to the nations. He will not cry out or shout or try to make himself 
heard in the streets. He will not break even a crushed reed. He will not put 
out even the weakest flame. He will bring true justice. He will not grow weak 
or give up until he has brought justice to the world. And people in faraway 
places will hope to receive his teachings.”

The LORD, the true God, said these things. (He created the sky and spread it 
out over the earth. He formed the earth and everything it produced. He 
breathes life into all the people on earth. He gives a spirit to everyone who 
walks on the earth.)

“I, the LORD, was right to call you. I will hold your hand and protect you. You 
will be the sign of my agreement with the people. You will be a light for the 
other nations. You will make the blind able to see. You will free those who 
are held as captives. You will lead those who live in darkness out of their 
prison. (Isaiah 42:1-7, ERV)

Day 2



“As I was looking, thrones were put in their places, and the 
Ancient King sat on his throne. His clothes were as white as snow. 
His hair was as white as wool. His throne was made from fire, and 
its wheels were made from flames. A river of fire flowed out from 
in front of the Ancient King. Millions of people were serving him. 
Hundreds of millions of people stood in front of him. Court was 
ready to begin, and the books were opened.

“In my vision at night I looked, and there in front of me was 
someone who looked like a human being. He was coming on the 
clouds in the sky. He came up to the Ancient King, and the King’s 
servants brought him before the King. The one who looked like a 
human being was given authority, glory, and complete ruling 
power. People from every nation and language group will serve 
him. His rule will last forever. His kingdom will continue forever. It 
will never be destroyed.” (Daniel 7:9-10,13-14, ERV)
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But now Jesus, our High Priest, has been given a ministry that is far 
superior to the old priesthood, for he is the one who mediates for us 
a far better covenant with God, based on better promises.

If the first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no 
need for a second covenant to replace it. But when God found fault 
with the people, he said: “The day is coming, says the LORD, when I 
will make a new covenant…I will put my laws in their minds, and I 
will write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be 
my people. And they will not need to teach their neighbors, nor will 
they need to teach their relatives, saying, ‘You should know 
the LORD.’ For everyone, from the least to the greatest, will know me 
already. And I will forgive their wickedness, and I will never again 
remember their sins.” (Hebrews 8:6-8,11-13, NLT)
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The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not 
the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same 
sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those 
who draw near to worship. ...It is impossible for the blood of bulls 
and goats to take away sins. 

Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice and 
offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me"... 

Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” ... And by 
that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all. (Hebrews 10:1,4-5,9-10, NIV)
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Zechariah went into the Temple of the Lord to offer the incense. Then, on 
the right side of the incense table, an angel of the Lord came and stood 
before Zechariah. When he saw the angel, Zechariah was upset and very 
afraid. But the angel said to him, “Zechariah, don’t be afraid. Your prayer has 
been heard by God. Your wife Elizabeth will give birth to a baby boy, and you 
will name him John. You will be very happy, and many others will share your 
joy over his birth. He will be a great man for the Lord. Even before he is born, 
he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. John will help many people of Israel 
return to the Lord their God. John himself will go ahead of the Lord and make 
people ready for his coming. He will be powerful like Elijah and will have the 
same spirit. He will make peace between fathers and their children. He will 
cause people who are not obeying God to change and start thinking the way 
they should.” 

Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I know that what you say is true? I 
am an old man, and my wife is also old.”

The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, the one who always stands ready 
before God. He sent me to talk to you and to tell you this good news. Now, 
listen! You will not be able to talk until the day when these things happen. 
You will lose your speech because you did not believe what I told you. But 
everything I said will really happen.” (Luke 1:9-20, ERV)
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In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s 
pregnancy, God sent the angel 
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be 
married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who 
are highly favored! The Lord is with 
you.”

Mary was greatly troubled at his 
words and wondered what kind of 
greeting this might be. But the 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary; you have found favor with
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God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The 
Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign 
over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be 
called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child 
in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her 
sixth month. For no word from God will ever fail.”

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be 
fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. (Luke 1:26-38, NIV)



And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country with haste, 
into a city of Juda; And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted 
Elisabeth. 

When Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; 
and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: And she called out with a loud 
voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
thy womb. As soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the 
babe leaped in my womb for joy. And blessed is she that believed: for there 
shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord.

And Mary said, “My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced 
in God my Savior. For he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: 
behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is 
mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name.” (Luke 1:39-49)
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When it was time for 
Elizabeth’s baby to be born, she 
gave birth to a son. And when 
her neighbors and relatives 
heard that the Lord had been 
very merciful to her, everyone 
rejoiced with her.

When the baby was eight days 
old, they all came for the 
circumcision ceremony. They 
wanted to name him Zechariah, 
after his father. But Elizabeth 
said, “No! His name is John!”

“What?” they exclaimed. 
“There is no one in all your 
family by that name.” So they
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used gestures to ask the baby’s father what he wanted to name him. He 
motioned for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s surprise he wrote, “His 
name is John.” Instantly Zechariah could speak again, and he began praising 
God.

Awe fell upon the whole neighborhood, and the news of what had 
happened spread throughout the Judean hills. Everyone who heard about it 
reflected on these events and asked, “What will this child turn out to be?” 
For the hand of the Lord was surely upon him in a special way. (Luke 1:57-
66, NLT)



Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying,
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed 
his people, And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the 
house of his servant David; As he spake by the mouth of his holy 
prophets, which have been since the world began: 

…And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for 
thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; To give 
knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their 
sins, Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring 
from on high hath visited us, To give light to them that sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way 
of peace.” (Luke 1:67-70,76-79)
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This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah happened. His mother Mary was 
engaged to marry Joseph. But before they married, he learned that she was 
expecting a baby. (She was pregnant by the power of the Holy Spirit.)

Mary’s husband, Joseph, was a good man. He did not want to cause her 
public disgrace, so he planned to divorce her secretly. But after Joseph 
thought about this, an angel from the Lord came to him in a dream. The angel 
said, “Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to accept Mary to be your wife. 
The baby inside her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son. You 
will name him Jesus. Give him that name because he will save his people 
from their sins.”

All this happened to make clear the full meaning of what the Lord said 
through the prophet: “The virgin will be pregnant and will give birth to a son. 
They will name him Immanuel.” (Immanuel means “God with us.”)

When Joseph woke up, he did what the Lord’s angel told him to do. He 
married Mary. But Joseph did not have sexual relations with her until her son 
was born. And he named him Jesus. (Matthew 1:18-25, ERV)
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At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census 
should be taken throughout the Roman Empire. (This was the first 
census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.) All returned to 
their own ancestral towns to register for this census.

Because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to 
Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from 
the village of Nazareth in Galilee. He took with him Mary, to whom 
he was engaged, who was now expecting a child.

And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be 
born. She gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him snugly 
in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
lodging available for them. (Luke 2:1-7, NLT)
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And there were in the same 
country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And, lo, the angel 
of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them: and they 
were sore afraid.

The angel said unto them, :Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.
And this shall be a sign unto you; 
Ye shall find the babe wrapped 
in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger.” 
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And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, “ Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.”

As the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 
one to another, “Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.”

And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in 
a manger. And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying 
which was told them concerning this child. (Luke 2:8-17)



At that time there was 
a man in Jerusalem 
named Simeon. He 
was righteous and 
devout and was 
eagerly waiting for the 
Messiah to come and 
rescue Israel. The Holy 
Spirit was upon 
him and had revealed 
to him that he would 
not die until he had 
seen the Lord’s 
Messiah.

That day the Spirit led 
him to the Temple. So
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when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the law 
required, Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised God, 
saying, “Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you have 
promised. I have seen your salvation, which you have prepared for all people.
He is a light to reveal God to the nations, and he is the glory of your people 
Israel!” 

Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She came along just as Simeon 
was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began praising God. She talked 
about the child to everyone who had been waiting expectantly for God to 
rescue Jerusalem. ((Luke 2:25-32, 36,38, NLT)
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the east, and are come to worship him.”
When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all 

Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be 
born. They said unto him, “In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by 
the prophet, ‘And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least 
among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall 
rule my people Israel.’”

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them 
diligently what time the star appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, and 
said, “Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found 
him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also.”
When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they 
saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the 
young child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great 
joy.

When they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary  
his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened 
their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and 
myrrh. And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to 
Herod, they departed into their own country another way. (Matthew 2:1-12)

Now when Jesus 
was born in 
Bethlehem of 
Judaea in the days 
of Herod the king, 
behold, there came 
wise men from the 
east to Jerusalem, 
saying, “Where is he 
that is born King of 
the Jews? for we 
have seen his star in
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“Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, 
and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were 
two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the 
Magi. Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: “A 
voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her 
children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of 
Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.”
So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of 
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he 
withdrew to the district of Galilee, and he went and lived in a town called 
Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would 
be called a Nazarene. (Matthew 2:13-23, NIV)

When they had gone, an 
angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream. “Get 
up,” he said, “take the child 
and his mother and escape 
to Egypt. Stay there until I 
tell you, for Herod is going 
to search for the child to kill 
him.” So he got up, took the 
child and his mother during 
the night and left for Egypt,
where he stayed until the 
death of Herod. And so was 
fulfilled what the Lord had 
said through the prophet:
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Though [Jesus] was God, he did not think of equality with God as 
something to cling to. Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he 
took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. 
When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience 
to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross. Therefore, God 
elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him the name 
above all other names, that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
(Philippians 2:6-11, NLT)



[The] people lived in darkness, but they will see a great light. They lived 
in a place as dark as death, but a great light will shine on them. God.... 
They will rejoice in your presence as they do at harvest time. It will be 
like the joy when people take their share of things they have won in 
war. That will happen because you will lift the heavy yoke off their 
shoulders and take away their heavy burden. You will take away the rod 
that the enemy used to punish your people…

This will happen when the special child is born. God will give us a son 
who will be responsible for leading the people. His name will be 
“Wonderful Counselor, Powerful God, Father Who Lives Forever, Prince 
of Peace.” His power will continue to grow, and there will be peace 
without end. … He will rule with goodness and justice forever and ever. 
The strong love that the LORD All-Powerful has for his people will make 
this happen! (Isaiah 9:2-4,6-7, ERV)
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The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me 
to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, 
and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; To appoint 
unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of 
joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they 
might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he 
might be glorified.

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he has 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the 
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, and 
as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth bringeth forth her 
bud, and as the garden causes the things that are sown in it to spring forth; 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all 
the nations. (Isaiah 61:1-3,10-11)
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No one can see God, but the Son is exactly like God. 

He rules over everything that has been made. Through his power all 
things were made: things in heaven and on earth, seen and not 
seen— all spiritual rulers, lords, powers, and authorities. Everything 
was made through him and for him.

The Son was there before anything was made. And all things 
continue because of him. … God was pleased for all of himself to 
live in the Son. And through him, God was happy to bring all things 
back to himself again— things on earth and things in heaven. 
(Colossians 1:15-17,19-20, NIV)
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By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now the 
righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being 
witnessed by the law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of 
God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them 
that believe.

For there is no difference: all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God; Being justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be 
a propitiation [payment for sins] through faith in his blood, to 
declare his righteousness for the forgiveness of sins that are past. 
(Romans 3:15-17, 20-25)
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Before the world began, the Word was there. The Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was there with God in the 
beginning. Everything was made through him, and nothing was 
made without him.

In him there was life, and that life was a light for the people of the 
world. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
defeated it.

There was a man named John, who was sent by God. He came to 
tell people about the light. Through him all people could hear about 
the light and believe. John was not the light. But he came to tell 
people about the light. The true light was coming into the world. 
This is the true light that gives light to all people. (John 1:1-9, ERV)
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He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew 
him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many 
as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, “This was he of whom I spake, 
He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me.”

And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. For the law was 
given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. No man hath seen 
God at any time, the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, 
he hath declared him. (John 1:10-18)
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No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from 
heaven—the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the 
wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him.

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
to save the world through him.

For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for 
God gives the Spirit without limit. The Father loves the Son and has 
placed everything in his hands. Whoever believes in the Son has 
eternal life (John 3:13-17, 34-36, NIV)
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So what should we say about this? If God is for us, no one can stand against 
us. And God is with us. He even let his own Son suffer for us. God gave his Son 
for all of us. So now with Jesus, God will surely give us all things. 

Nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about 
tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No 
power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation 
will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.

May  you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how 
wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. May you experience the 
love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be 
made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God.
(Romans 8:31-32,38-39, Ephesians 3:18-19, NLT)

https://www.behance.net/gallery/16210019/
a-conversation-with-my-
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Image 22: public domain

Image 23: public domain

Image 24: John Dillon via Flickr. Used under Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike 2.0 Generic license.

Image 25: Foreground image by pngimg.com. Used under Creative Commons 4.0 BY-NC license. Background 
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